
Welcome to AP Chemistry! 

 I am so excited for this class this year. I want us to work together.  I am hoping that you will all 

become very close and help each other through this class.  I am not going to lie…it will be hard.  We are 

going to move very quickly and cover a lot of information. But together, we will make it!!! 

What is this class? 

It is designed to cover the same material as the first year of introductory chemistry for a science 

major at the college level. If you were to take these courses next year you would take Chem 111 in the 

fall and Chem 112 in the spring. Each would be 4 credits, 3 credits from the lecture and 1 credit for the 

weekly lab class.  

Outline for the Six Big Ideas 
 Big Idea 1 

The chemical elements are fundamental building materials of matter, and all matter can 
be understood in terms of arrangements of atoms.  These atoms retain their identity in 
chemical reactions. 

 Big Idea 2   
Chemical and physical properties of materials can be explained by the structure and the 
arrangement of atoms, ions, or molecules and the forces between them. 

 Big Idea 3 
Changes in matter involve the rearrangement and/or reorganization of atoms and/or 
the transfer of electrons. 

 Big Idea 4 
Rates of chemical reactions are determined by details of the molecular collisions. 

 Big Idea 5 
The laws of thermodynamics describe the essential role of energy and explain and 
predict the direction of changes in matter. 

 Big Idea 6 
Any bond or intermolecular attraction than can be formed can be broken.  These two 
processes are in a dynamic competition, sensitive to initial conditions and external 
perturbations. 

 

What should I already know? 

This class is intended to cover the same amount of material one would expect in a year of 
freshman college chemistry.  Therefore, it is a much faster pace than that which you may be 
accustomed.  As in college, it is assumed that you are entering this class with a fundamental knowledge 
of chemistry equivalent to that of a first year high school chemistry course.  It is possible to be successful 
in this course without it, but you should expect to work much harder if you have not taken a first year 
course.  We must stick to the schedule.  We will not have time in class to pause or go back to cover 
material with which you are having trouble.  I am, however, available for extra help before school  by 
appointment and during the ILT.  I would expect to see everyone for extra help at least once per unit.  I 
strongly urge you to create/join a study group and meet weekly! 
 
 

 



How do I get my college credits from this class? 

In May, we will take a nationwide AP Chemistry test with scores ranging from 1 – 5. All colleges 

and universities are different so I suggest if you know where you want to attend, and check their policy. 

Most schools accept a 3 as a passing grade on the test and will award you the credits for both of the 

chemistry courses. I have heard some schools are hesitant to give you the lab credits right away, so that 

is why well will keep a lab notebook. More on that later. 

When you get your three or higher on the test what happens next? 

Again every school is unique, but once you get your qualifying score and you chose to major in a 

science you generally will move in to organic chemistry, which is a tough class. In talking with college 

professors they have told me it is great that a student can earn the credits and save time and money, 

but there are lab skills and other general chemistry foundations that you will need to be successful in 

upper level chemistry class that are not tested on the final. So, yes we will spend a large amount of time 

focusing on strategies to pass this exam, but we will also focus on building a strong upper level 

chemistry foundation.   

What can I do to be successful this year? 

Use each other for help! I’m forcing everyone to be close for a reason. I also suggest you 

exchange phone numbers/email addresses so if you are stuck with a homework problem… you can use 

the list and ask for help!  

 This is a college class…let’s treat it like one!  Form study groups! Meet at someone’s house, at 

Starbucks, anywhere.  Make them consistent, even if you are understanding the material.  When you 

teach someone, you also learn it better.  If you pass this exam you do not have to take it in college.  You 

will have more personal attention in this class than in a college class, so take advantage of this 

opportunity! 

The good thing about this class being taught around the world from the same standards, means 

there is a ton of tutorial information both in writing and video form. I prefer the videos. So when in 

doubt, google search and watch videos! I can’t always be there to help, but if you are stuck on a problem 

on your own, typing in the general concept and adding AP chemistry to your search will bring up tons of 

tutorials that do a great job of explaining the exact concepts.  Trust me I have checked. 

To help we will be using note packets from last year. They are all available online and I will send 

the link through remind that has all of the notes are posted for the year. They are quite lengthy, but 

contain everything you would possibly need to know in the chapter. Sometimes I will print them for you, 

others you will be responsible for printing them yourself. It all will depend on how my paper supply is 

looking. We might not cover all the notes in class together, but you will be responsible for all of the 

information contained in each. There are online videos you can watch if you need help or need to hear 

the information from a different voice, where someone will go over each note packet.  

If you are struggling….please come to me!!  I am here to help!  I want everyone to succeed.  I am 

here for you.  Our independent learning period is going to be a great tool for us this year so you should 

be in my room often.  Email me any questions you have also.  I usually only answer questions during the 



school day!  So put my email address in your phones/computers as soon as you can!  

rdevenio@dorchester2.k12.sc.us 

 

What do I need for class? 

1. A graphing calculator (suggested TI 84) for this class.  We have a class set that you can use 

during class, but you cannot take them home. You will be able to do most of your homework 

without one, but it is good to get used to where all of the buttons are on one calculator. If you 

have your own, you can also store shortcuts that will be highly useful during the AP exam.  They 

will not clear out your memory for the exam! 

2. Three ring binder – I suggest using this only for this class. We will be using a lot of paper and you 

are going to want it to be organized so you can find it and use it at the end of the year. 

3. A composition notebook. Preferably quad-ruled. This will be used as a lab note book so no need 

to bring it every day or you can leave them in the closet here so you don’t have to worry about 

it. I suggest writing in pencil and holding on to this when you go to college in case you need to 

show someone to get your lab credit.  

4. Textbook – used for practice 

AP Chemistry – Chemistry 12th edition by Chang and Goldsby; publisher is McGraw-Hill 

How will I be graded throughout the year? 

The science department grades using total points. Each assignment has a varying amount of total 

points depending on the significance and amount of work that is required to complete it. The guidelines 

for each category are listed below.  

Category Total Points 

 Classwork 10-30 points each 

Homework 20-50 points each 

Quizzes 10- 50 points each 

Tests 50-100 points each 

 

As for homework, will be given well in advance and will most likely be discussed during  after it is 

due. You will not be given a list of problems to complete every chapter, but you are expected to be 

reviewing and studying daily or at least a couple times a week.  

This is a two period class and you will be receiving a separate lab grade just like you would at the 

college level. The lab grade will consist of lab participation, pre-lab questions, lab data collection and 

analysis, and lab quizzes.  
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Late work and absences? 

Test dates will be given at least a week ahead of time most likely two weeks. If you are absent the 

day of the test you will take the test the next day. If you are absent the day before a test you should be 

prepared to take the test the next day with everyone else. If you do not take the test within three days 

of being back, the zero will stay.  

For other assignments if an assignment is not turned in a zero will be entered in the gradebook. If 

you were absent the day of the assignment you have five days to make up it up.  

Each day an assignment is late, including your lab reports, it will be a 10% deduction. If an 

assignment is over a week late it will not be accepted and a grade of 0 will be awarded.  

 

How will my tests be graded? 

Each test has been designed to mimic the AP test you will take in May. They consist of a multiple-

choice section and an FRQ section as well. The questions have been written on an AP level and the test 

is designed to be completed in one hour and thirty minute class period. Unless you have specific 

accommodation no extra time will be given. With that being said, you are not expected to get every 

question correct on an AP test so you are not expected to get every question correct on a chapter 

either. Each test has been scaled so that if you would have earned a low 5 or high 4 on the AP test, 

usually a 75% on multiple choice and 60% on FRQ, your overall grade for the test will be a 100%. So, it is 

possible to earn over a 100% on your tests.  

Remind 101 instructions 

Text @4e3ceg to the number 81010 

 

We are going to have an exciting year!! 

Mr. DeVenio  

 

 

 


